Atlas of Fixed Partial Prosthesis by
Charles C Thomas 1976 Twelve contributors have aided Dr Beaudreau in this addition to the American Lecture Series. The text is arranged in three sections, 'Before, During, and After', Twelve chapters copiously illustrated, cover 561 pages. Earlier chapters, 'Surveying Lost Arch Integrity', 'Preparing for the Prosthesis', and 'Designing the Prosthesis' show a marked Pennsylvanian influence. They contain valuable advice on preliminary orthodontic and periodontal therapy. 'Preparing the Abutments' spans 140 pages. Mainly devoted to partial coverage retainers, it is clearly illustrated, informative, and well written. A useful chapter 'Protecting the Abutments with a Provisional Prosthesis' shows operators how to avoid tooth movement and irrepairable damage that often occurs while the prosthesis is being constructed. Other sensible and practical matters covered include 'Seating and Cementing the Prosthesis' and 'Maintaining and Repairing the Prosthesis'. Throughout the text the importance of biological and technical considerations is stressed. With a dozen contributors there are remarkably few variations in literary style. The illustrations, however, are inconsistent in quality. As partial coverage is strongly favoured it is hardly surprising to find scant attention to bonded gold/porcelain techniques. On the other hand reverse pin facings and many technical problems are described in precise detail.
The binding and indexing are well executed. I have profited from reading this book. It will be of use to practitioners interested in bridgework. This book sets out to review the present state of steroid biochemistry with particular emphasis on the cellular control mechanisms. It is intended primarily for students of biochemistry or medicine and demands little specialized knowledge of the reader. The excellent first chapters on the molecular structure and regulation of steroid hormone secretion provide a firm basis for the understanding of the later sections on biosynthesis and the action of these hormones at cellular level. The lucid style makes for easy reading and there are some excellent diagrams of the metabolic pathways involved. The bibliography is extensive, and a useful innovation is the marking of reviews and books with an asterix to distinguish them from the original papers. Inevitably the authors have been unable to cover every aspect of this subject and there is very little about the clinical aspects of these compounds. It is likely to be of greater value to the biochemist than the student of medicine for this reason. £8.95 Lancaster: MTP 1976 This book is the product of several different writers representing many different viewpoints, e.g. epidemiology, psychology, pediatrics, child development and psychiatry. It looks at psychological problems as well as medical, dietary, ecological and physiological ones, and constitutes probably the best single volume (blessedly short) on the topic. The reader will find no easy solutions and no facile summaries; the book touches upon all the complexities and difficulties that arise in this field, and if the reader emerges somewhat confused, this is not the fault of the authors, but of the present state of knowledge. The writers clearly recognize some of the difficulties and some of the bad habits that have grown up in this field. For instance it is clearly not sufficient to compare the IQ of malnourished children with the mean IQ of the total population; such children are likely to come from families in which the low IQ is hereditary, and they could not be expected to have an average IQ even without the presence of malnutrition. The provision of proper control groups is one of the central psychological problems in this field. In the introduction, the editor makes the point that at least 100 million children in the world are suffering from malnutrition. The study of its effects is certainly an important one and this book makes a real contribution. London: Henry Kimpton 1976 This little looseleaf book contains case histories followed by multiple choice questions all concerned with diabetes. The case histories are short and usually simple. The problem is not in unravelling the diagnosis but in answering the questions which follow. They tend to range widely over the
